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on additional health issues including breast
cancer, smoking, and NIH funding. For many
years, he worked out of the office of our col-
league HENRY WAXMAN, who spoke eloquently
last week at Elmer’s funeral.

Elmer also had a desk in Steve Solarz’s of-
fice where he worked with Steve on human
rights and Jewish issues. I’m told that he
helped Representative Solarz pass the famous
yarmulke bill—which allowed Jewish service-
men to wear religious head coverings while on
duty—by recounting to Members and staff the
fact that Elmer himself wore his yarmulke
while parachuting behind enemy lines in World
War II.

Together with his second wife, Shoshana
Riemer, herself an activist, Elmer was very in-
volved in a host of civic and community af-
fairs. He was legendary for his continuous vigil
in front of the Soviet Embassy during the dark
days of oppression of Soviet Jews. He and
Shoshana were charter sponsors of the Holo-
caust Museum.

In a New York Times profile about Elmer
written in 1986, Elmer said, ‘‘During my life-
time, if I can reduce suffering in this world a
little bit, I will be more than rewarded for all
my efforts.’’ Sadly, Elmer’s life has come to an
end. But he did indeed succeed in helping
many, many people. And he enriched and in-
spired those he left behind. The poet Thomas
Campbell wrote, ‘‘To live in the hearts we
leave is not to die.’’ By this measure, Elmer
will live on in all who knew and loved him.
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DEPARTMENTS OF VETERANS AF-
FAIRS AND HOUSING AND URBAN
DEVELOPMENT, AND INDEPEND-
ENT AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 1996

SPEECH OF

HON. RICHARD W. POMBO
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, July 27, 1995

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 2099) making ap-
propriations for the Departments of Veter-
ans Affairs and Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, and for sundry independent agencies,
boards, commissions, corporations, and of-
fices for the fiscal year ending September 30,
1996, and for other purposes:

Mr. POMBO. Mr. Chairman, I rise today to
address the section of H.R. 2099, the fiscal
year 1996 VA–HUD appropriations bill, that
will prevent the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency [FEMA] from spending any fur-
ther taxpayer dollars for work on flood insur-
ance rate maps [FIRM] for the city of Stockton
and San Joaquin County, CA. I have worked
with this appropriations subcommittee to see
that language is included in this bill that would
ensure that these inaccurate and deficient
maps are not prematurely imposed on the
Stockton metropolitan area. This Congress
must ensure that FEMA is a partner with the
city and county in providing accurate and com-
plete information on the risk of flooding and to
assist in coordinating the completion of im-
provements to the existing levee system. Such
a coordinated effort will more rapidly restore
an adequate level of flood protection and en-
hance, rather than threaten, the regional, and
State’s economy.

Unlike most FEMA floodplain maps for ur-
banized areas, the proposed FIRM’s for Stock-
ton do not indicate flood depths. Such infor-
mation is critical to determine insurance pre-
mium rates and building code requirements.
Because FEMA did not provide this informa-
tion during its most recent flood insurance
study, the city and county can only estimate
flood depths, thereby assuming liability for in-
accurate estimates, in addition to its individual
property owners incurring the costs of deter-
mining the appropriate flood depths. In order
to minimize this cost to property owners, the
city and county have stepped forward to fully
finance the necessary flood depth study. This
necessary study is expected to be completed
in 2 years. The legislation we are adopting
today will suspend FEMA’s maps and ensuing
process, at least for 1 year, while the study is
conducted.

FEMA’s draft maps also contain significant
errors. Processing has already been delayed
by FEMA because of omissions and inclusions
that were not part of the initial draft. The city
and county have already hired an engineering
firm to review the maps, and numerous other
errors have been found. Despite the fact that
the city and county are moving rapidly to re-
view the proposed FIRM’s, the 90-day appeal
period allowed by FEMA is insufficient time
considering the vast area that has been
remapped. My provision contained in the ap-
propriations bill is intended to prevent the ap-
peal period from expiring while more accurate
data is collected and eventually provided to
FEMA.

Mr. Speaker, FEMA has praised the city and
county for the initiative they have exercised to
respond to these maps and the potential for
future flooding. Since being notified last No-
vember, that nearly the entire metropolitan
area was being redesignated as a floodplain,
the local governments have already estab-
lished a joint powers authority [JPA], retained
engineering and public finance consultants,
and appropriated more than $2 billion. The city
and county JPA plans to construct the needed
flood protection improvements without Federal
financial assistance in order to expedite com-
pletion of the project. The JPA has already es-
tablished a fast-track schedule that begins
constructions in May 1996 and expects com-
pletion before the end of 1998. We must now
ensure that FEMA’s administrative actions as-
sist rather than impede this effort.
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JUDGE LLOYD TATUM, A GREAT
AMERICAN

HON. HAROLD ROGERS
OF KENTUCKY

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, August 1, 1995

Mr. ROGERS. Mr. Speaker, this Saturday,
August 5, 1995, Judge Lloyd Tatum of Hen-
derson, TN, will celebrate his birthday, match-
ing the Biblical age of three score and ten.

Judge Tatum is a highly respected west
Tennessee lawyer, known throughout Ten-
nessee legal circles for having served many
years as a member of the Tennessee Criminal
Court of Appeals. Upon his retirement from
the active bench several years ago, he re-
sumed private practice in Henderson with his
son, Lloyd Rogers Tatum, while continuing to
serve as a reserve judge.

In addition to being the husband of my be-
loved deceased sister, Inadene, Judge Tatum
is a mentor of mine. He is a brother-in-law
who is as close to me as a brother. He in-
spired me to become a lawyer, to engage in
politics and to muster the self-confidence to
stand for Congress.

We confer frequently about issues of the
day, as well as our latest golf scores—such as
they are—and I value his advice.

Saturday, his four children and their
spouses, many grandchildren, other family and
scores of friends are gathering to wish Lloyd
a joyous birthday.

I hope that through his life, I can inspire just
a fraction of the great number of people who
have been inspired and encouraged by Lloyd
Tatum.

I wish for him many more productive years
and thank him for all he means to me, my
family, and hundreds of friends and admirers.

Happy birthday, Lloyd.
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CONGRATULATIONS TO TERRY
JAMES MCCOY

HON. CHARLES H. TAYLOR
OF NORTH CAROLINA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, August 1, 1995

Mr. TAYLOR of North Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, it is with great pleasure that I offer my con-
gratulations to Terry James McCoy of Frank-
lin, NC, who has been named a national win-
ner in the 1995 Voice of Democracy broadcast
scriptwriting contest.

The program was started 48 years ago and
since 1958 has been sponsored each year by
the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United
States and its Ladies Auxiliary.

Students competing in the contest write and
record a 3-to-5-minute essay on a patriotic
theme. This year more than 126,000 second-
ary school students nationwide participated in
the contest competing for the 54 national
scholarships.

McCoy, a recent graduate of Franklin High
School, was named the North Carolina State
winner for his script, ‘‘My Vision for America,’’
and was awarded the $2,000 Jesse A. Lewis
Memorial Scholarship Award.

I congratulate Terry on an outstanding ac-
complishment and ask that his script be
placed in the RECORD.

MY VISION FOR AMERICA

(By Terry James McCoy)
The United States of America was, and is,

an experiment. In its brief two hundred and
eighteen years as an independent nation,
America has stood the test of destruction
many times. Every time this nation is en-
gaged in a battle, it is tested. Every time
America experiences a lapse in its economy,
it is tested. When American citizens burn the
symbol of this great land, it is tested.

The Civil War was possibly this nations
greatest trial. Descension among citizens has
never been this high. As states began to se-
cede, hatred towards one another began to
grow. Many were declaring this, ‘‘the end of
democracy, and this nation.’’ How fortunate,
that from the fields of Illinois there came a
tall, powerful man. This man has vision for
America. He could see past the hatred and
the violence. He saw America as it should
have been. Abraham Lincoln led a nation out
of its greatest test and left it far better than
he found it.
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The Great Depression is yet another poten-

tially disastrous predicament that America
has had to face. The United States’ economy
was in shambles. It was not only an eco-
nomic depression but a social depression as
well. Unemployment was at an all time high.
Yet again there were those who said that,
‘‘capitalism has failed, its the end of this na-
tion.’’ Children were starving, families were
destroyed, and American citizens were with-
out hope. Through the midst of this terrible
time, a great leader cam to the forefront. He
showed the American people that there was
hope. He promised them that America could
pull through this evil beast, called the Great
Depression. Franklin Delano Roosevelt had a
vision for America. Roosevelt knew that
America could quickly become the worlds
largest economic and militaristic super
power. Franklin Roosevelt never saw the day
when America became what he dreamed it to
be. His vision is still very much alive in this
country and will continue to be alive as long
as American citizens are students of its his-
tory.

These two men contributed more to this
nation than we will ever realize. Their vi-
sions are still very much a part of this coun-
try. However, their visions are not the only
visions that have influenced America. Every
citizen of this nation has had a vision for
America’s future. For example, Susan B. An-
thony had a very simple vision. It was a vi-
sion in which all Americans had the right to
vote.

Henry Ford had a vision in which all the
people of this country could afford and own
their own car. The Wright brothers dreamed
of an America in which people could travel
through the air to get to their destinations.
These visions for America were not just fan-
tasies that only existed in these dreamer’s
heads, but they were attainable ideals that
many other American’s shared with them.

What is my vision for America? It is one of
idealism, but attainable idealism. I see an
America in which citizens can put faith in
those that govern them. I see an America in
which if you destroy the United States Flag,
the very symbol of our freedom and our
pride, not only will you be breaking a federal
law but you will be directly defying the
United States Constitution. My vision for
America is one in which we stand proud of
those that have served this nation so well,
both in military service and civilian service.
I foresee a nation where school children are
no longer afraid of violence in their own
schools. I dream of the day when the people
of this nation can once again stroll the
streets in safety. I look forward to an Amer-
ica where people are proud of it and its rich
history. This is my vision for America.
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A TRIBUTE TO THE MEDICARE
PROGRAM’S 30TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. LOUIS STOKES
OF OHIO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, August 1, 1995

Mr. STOKES. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay trib-
ute to the 30th anniversary of the Medicare
Program—three decades of commitment, serv-
ice, and dedication to providing for the health
care needs of our Nation’s elderly citizens.
Signed into law on July 30, 1965, by President
Johnson, the Medicare Program has a rich
history that all Americans can be proud of.

Prior to Medicare only 46 percent of the el-
derly had health care coverage, as a result of
Medicare, today 97 percent of the Nation’s el-
derly have health care coverage.

After the implementation of the Medicare
Program, the death rates for all causes de-
creased dramatically. From 1960 to the
present, the number of deaths for Americans
ages 65 to 74 has decreased by over a quar-
ter of a million—275,000—and for those over
the age of 85 the number of deaths has de-
creased by nearly half million—427,000.

With good medical care, the live expectancy
for Americans had increased by 6.1 years, in-
creasing from 69.7 years prior to Medicare, to
75.8 years today.

In spite of Medicare’s proven success in
prolonging elderly Americans’ independence,
and its success in improving their quality of
life, the Republicans have been steadfast in
their commitment to kill the Medicare Program.
Since day 1, they have attacked the Medicare
Program from all angles—labeling it as social-
ized medicine, unnecessary, and ill-conceived.

Thirty years after the establishment of the
Medicine Program, the Republican assault had
not only continued, but as escalated and be-
come even more mean spirited. Today, the
GOP seeks to destroy the Medicare Program
through the budget process. The Republican-
passed budget resolution cuts $270 billion out
of the Medicare Program, threatening the
health of millions of American elderly.

While the Republicans have never sup-
ported the Medicare Program, their decision to
gut the program’s funding in order to give a
tax cut to the wealthy is one of their most cal-
lous acts—not only against the Medicare Pro-
gram—but more importantly, against the elder-
ly citizens served by the program.

The American people must not tolerate the
Republicans’ blatant disregard for the health
care needs of the elderly—the GOP’s assault
on the elderly is unconscionable and inhu-
mane.

Mr. Speaker, when President Johnson
signed the Medicare Program into law, he
stated:

No longer will older Americans be denied
the healing miracle of modern medicine . . .
no longer will illness crush and destroy the
savings that they have so carefully put away
over a lifetime so that they might enjoy dig-
nity in their later years . . . and, no longer
will this Nation refuse the hand of justice to
those who have given a lifetime of service
and wisdom and labor to the progress of this
progressive country.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me
in paying tribute to the Medicare Program on
its 30th anniversary, and to pledge ourselves
to making its absolutely clear—that we will not
allow the Republican Party to make our Na-
tion’s elderly their pawn in the Republican-tax
give away scheme for the rich.
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CONGRATULATIONS AND HAPPY
100TH BIRTHDAY CARL EVERETT
VAIL, SR.

HON. MICHAEL P. FORBES
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, August 1, 1995
Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

give my most heart-felt congratulations to Mr.
Carl Everett Vail, Sr., on the occasion of his
100th birthday. Mr. Vail was born August 12,
1895, the son of Floyd Wiggins, a farmer and
market hunter, and Elizabeth Genin Penny.

Mr. Vail has served both Long Island and
this Nation for many years. He volunteered for

the draft in 1917, and served valiantly in the
77th Division in World War I. He incurred a
temporary disability during the war due to poi-
sonous gas, and was discharged from the
Army in 1919. Originally a farmer, Vail was
unable to continue that occupation because of
his disability. He decided to follow his interest
in automobiles which began at the age of
eight.

Through a combination of hard work, dedi-
cation, skill, and timing, Carl Vail built up his
car dealerships from a single car—the Wal-
tham, Massachusetts war-baby—to a multi-
million dollar business. His success never tar-
nished his reputation for honesty and fairness.
When the United States entered World War II,
Vail again volunteered to serve his country.
His wartime responsibilities included service
on a civilian Army ordnance team that raised
2,200 men and officers for the regular Army
ordnance. He was also eastern Long Island di-
vision captain in charge of Coast Guard Tem-
porary Reserve with 200 men on part-time
duty.

Aside from being a successful businessman
and a national patriot, Carl Vail is also com-
munity-minded and a dedicated patriarch of
the Vail family. His spirit of voluntarism lead
him to actively participate in promoting auto-
motive safety and driver education on eastern
Long Island. He was also a founder and past
commander of Raymond Cleaves Post, Amer-
ican Legion, Mattituck. Over the years, Carl
Vail has been a dutiful husband, father, and
grandfather. He has 3 children, 8 grand-
children, and 11 great grandchildren.

Once again I extend my best wishes and
congratulations on 100 successful years to
Carl Everett Vail, Sr. He is a man whose life
is an inspiration to us all.
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IN RECOGNITION OF NATIONAL
FORGE CO., IRVINE, PA

HON. WILLIAM F. CLINGER, JR.
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, August 1, 1995

Mr. CLINGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in
proud recognition of the new employee-own-
ers of National Forge Co. in Irvine, PA. On
June 29, 1995, these men and women pur-
chased the company’s assets and those of a
subsidiary in Manchester, England. In so
doing, they married the dignity of hard work
with the passion of self-investment.

An internationally competitive producer of
precision machined steel components, the
company has thrived on a reputation for excel-
lence in quality and productivity. From its
founding in 1915 by Clinton E. Wilder to its
most recent days under the leadership of his
son, Robert O. Wilder, National Forge has
grown steadily, continuously seizing new op-
portunities and enhancing its operations.

National Forge is a northwest Pennsylvania
success story, but it is also a company of na-
tional significance. An exporter to customers
around the world, it is a source of our coun-
try’s global competitiveness. The award-win-
ning service and products of National Forge
also contribute to our national defense. In
times of need—from the world wars through
the gulf war—the company was a key supplier
to our Armed Forces, and it remains one
today.
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